k Upon 1 Kines 17.15; 


of the Widow of 
SAREPTA: 


PREACHED 


KY 
Eaton Coll: OcRob: 10. 1656, 


Being a Solemne Faſt in conſideration of 
the dreadfull Fire in the Citie of 


TY 
'S L ty London, | x 
133 ' 
| 07 _ A ad 
" By [ " "1 gÞ R Ky ' 3 
F Daviop STOKEs D. D. Fat Ma 
bs OXFORD 


Prigted by Hen: Hall for Ric: Davy. 1667. 


8. rw ams 
\ 


CSP nar OK 


1 KINGS 17. 15. 
Abjiit & fecit-— She went and did according 
f0 the word 4 Eljah— 


Y His MajeEsSTIES Pro. 
clamation, we are comman - 
ded to meetehere this 'day 
| Not onely to bewaile thoſe 
fins , wherein we have con- 
ributed tothe common ca- 
lamity , and (like incendiaries) cither kind 
led,or increaſed thelate dreadfull Fire in our 
great and noble City of London . Bur beſides 
that,vve are comet expreſſe ourcha- 
rity too , in a Liberall Contribution to the 
pooreſt ofthe City,chat ſuffer moſt heavily, 
Now for the firft Duty [ of ſad Repen- 
tance ] I thinke I ſhall need co ſay little at 
A3 this 


(2) 
this time, becauſe I preſume your many 
former Faſts (in a fenſe of Where, and In- 

fetion) have already ſhowed that , before 

Almighty God himſelfe. But in this Faſt,our 

moſtGratious and Indulgent. King ( in His 

tender love to His great city ) would have 
us to let)him ſce our extraordinary AQts of 

Charity, upon ſo publick , and ſo ſad an af- 

flition. | 
Therefore He recalls to your memory a 

was ( as the Hellenifts call it ) that is, a fiery 
triall, to ſee whether upon fo great an occa- 
fon, you are apt to admit large charitable 
thoughts, and interpret them in the deare 
language of Contrib 

this day uſed throughour all the Kingdome. 

In which thoughts, and a&ts, and language 

of Charity,that the pooreſt may be as for- 

ward asthe rich (to their power in ſuch an 
exigence) | have choſen a Text, which will 

ſhow you a rare Patterne of Charity in a 

poore Widow. 1 Kings 17.15.Abiit & fecit-+- 
Of which words,that we may fo Speake, 

and ſo Heare----c>c, 


3 KING. 


ibution, which will be - 


GS. Ort. ___— TOY SL 4-44 "tne z 
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(3) 


1Ki1NnGs 17.15, | 

And ſhe went and did according to the Wor 
of Elijah,and ſhe, and he, and ber bouſe did eate 
many dayes. ith 

If you aske of whom this 4 ſpoken-«- Ic is 
ſpoken of 4 poore Prophet (Blijab the Tiſhbite) 
and 4 poore widow ( the Widow of Sarepta,) 
The Prophet is ſo poore, thar{ wanting the 
former bs ly of meatwhich he had by a 
Raven, and the brooke Cherith, of which he 
uſually drunke, being dried up) he comes a- 
wary now as 4 plaine Begger ; fora little 
water and a morlell of bread : and the wis- 
dow is 4. 9dr you believe her up- 
on her oath, ſhe hath not a piece of bread, to 
beſtow upon her ſelfe, and heronely ſonne. 
As the Lord thy God livetb ( ſaith ſhe) I have 
not a cake, but a handfull of meale in a barrell, 
and a little oyle in a cruſe , and bebvld 1 am ga- 
thering tw9 or three Ricks, that I may g0e.in and 
dreſſe it for mee and my ſonne , that wee may 
eate, and die. 

Here is poore encouragement for Elijah, and 
little hope of finding hoſpicality in her 

| ouſe, 


(4) 
houſe; and therefore, ſure, he was hard dri- 
ven now that he begins with her,or at leaſt, 
they were all ſhrowdly put to it , as they 
were indced , Soill it was with them, that 
hee could hardly have begged of any that. 
had much to ſpare; 5 

But there is more init then ſo .. Some- 
Whar elſe there was , that made our Saviour 
ſay of her; to: them 'of 'Nazureth, Luk. 4. 
T tell you of a truth , 'that:- many widopves:there 
were in Iſrael, inthe dayes of Elijab(wbhen the 
heavens were "ſhut up'three yeares, and: ſix 
months ) but \tonont 'of (them was Elijab ſent, 
ſave unto Sarepta a City of Sidon, to a woman 
there that was a widow, : * +: = 
. Some rare good woman ſhe was Whom God had 
thus ſingled out ju thes great famine, to {o high 
a fayour-of miraculous preſervation , and . 
(from all other) ſeleQed, and ſet apart tobe 
the Hoſteſ$e:, and Benefattreſſe , ta the great 
Bly nh 991,04] | | 

That ſhe was ſo, it will eaſily be diſcove- 
red in the whole force, and vertue of the 
verſe, which referres eſpecially-co her. 


And 


(5) 


And that trvyvo waycs', which are the tips 
pdrts of the Text. 

1. lathe high commendation of boy Charity 
( Abit & fecit juxta verbum xlie. There is 
a proofe other charity in every word.) 

.2 .In the preſent reward of ber Charity(in her 
meale and oyle miraculouſly increaſed) She, 
and he, and her houſe, did eate many dayes. 

There is the Preſervation of them all alive, 
by the multiplying of the widows ftore : where. 
of ſhe had fo charitably emptied her ſelfe 
upon the Prophet, 

Or if you will have both theſe Parts of the 
verſe (like ſeverall degrees ) to make up the 
height of ber commendation. 

la the firſt part of the verle, it is but C bas 
rity, la the ſecond part ic is charity and ſomes! 
what more: it is improved, and come up to 
Floſpitality. 

She grows rich with her vertues, and be« 
ing not ableto furniſh him ar preſent, with 
a piece of bread,ſhe now becomes like ſome 
body, able to entertaine bin at ber houſe , as a 
Prophet : with a comperent ſupply of all 
that he wanted ; And not any longer 4s a Beg- 

B 


ver, 
- 


« (6) 
yer, With a little bread and water for him, 
while he ſtood withoutat the gate. For ſhe 
went and according to the word of Elijah, that 
is, ſhe fetched bread and water for him, 
while hee ſtood withour atthegate. 

i" 'Then he, and ſhe, and her bouſe did eate to» 
oetber many dayzes. That is, ſhe lodged, and 
entertained him in her houſe : and ſhewed 
het {elfe as hoſpitable then, as ſhehad becn 
charitable before. 

T8. The firſt thing then that offers it ſelfe to 
our view, is her charity. And many circum- 
ſtances there be to amplifie that. Some in 
reference to her ſelfe , ſome in reference to 
the Prophet, Some in reference to the aQti« 
on here done,to the order and manner of it, 
All theſe are confiderable in this ation of 
the poore woman, and cannot (without 
injury both to her, and you ) be paſſed 0- 
ver inrfilence. 

Thereare foure atleaſt thatrefer ro herſelf, 


k, Woman . 
- 9 F Woman of Sarepta a Sidonian, 
; Widow Woman. 
Mother and the was notonly: 
Mater 


CE 


- CREED ied thn 
I 


I 


(7) 
Mater familias (the M' of a family) biit. Ma- 
ter filis ( the mother of a ſon too.} And badſhe 
been eaſed of the reſt of her family : ſhe had 
little enough to keep ber ſelfe , and her ſonalive 
to the next day, 

Theſe refecreto her ſelfe, ( and notwich- 
ſanding all cheſe ) ſhe wear firſt to ſupply 
the wants of Ely ab. 

Other conliderations there are,that referre 
eo the Prophet. And (amongſt theſe.) three 
that are:molt emincnt,and muſt nor be con- 
cealed,; 


I, A ftranger, one of another 


| \ country from her; 61 
(a be Was A Prophet, and chiefly 
3. This Prophet ( Elyah the 

. » Tiſhbite) 

That chisman ( whom ſhethus entertaines) 
wasthe-yery Prophet, I doenat ſaythar fore» 
told this famine (wherein they were all likes 
ly to periſh.) Yr 

Buy mipreithewiſo,!: --. 

The only\wan,io whoſe zeale they hel. | 
ly impuced'this -miſery;: » |. 
- The maine: inftrument that brought it 


2 B 2: © - ypon: 


(8) 
upon them, and by whoſe meanes it ſeem: 
edto be ſo long continued. 

The man that ſaith, in the firſt verſe of this 
chapter ( and in the preſence of the King 
himſelfe ] 

As the Lord God of 1ſrael liveth , before whom 
IRand, there ſhall not be de \ nor raine theſe 
yeares, but according to my word, 

He that bad ſaid thus, would: you thinke 
thar his mouth ſhouldbe heard;and fed too? 
and with that food that is therefore wanrin 
ro her (elte ? would you thinke that her di- 
ſtreſſed houſe, ſhould be made a ſanctuary 
for him , and every thing ſhould ;be done 
(juxta verbum ejus) as he would have icthat 
broughtthe famine upon them *? 

It is a wonder ſhe falls not about his eares,or 
(atleaſt ) chat ſhe-doth nor raiſe wpithe people 
againſt him, to apprebend him, and take away 
biulife , that brought them al if From. of 
theirs. 

Bur in that ſhe conceales him. $1.0 aac thee 
obejes him, inthac ſhe ſaves his #feiand faves 
it with the bazard of ber owne -and her cbilds ; 

can there be any other circumſtance added 
torhis wonder Yes, 


————_——_4 


(9) 

3. Yes, there can be o, for { as I told you) 
all this referres unto him, but now ſome- 
thing there is, that amplifies the «ftion it ſelfe, 
from the order,and the manner of it. 

' 1, Abiit es fecit, that is, {he doth it with 
alacrity, and chearfulnefle ( wherein the life 
of every good action conſiſts) without any 
more adoe,w:thout any further diſpute,as ſoon 
as ſhe knery his mind, ſhe went about it. 

Fecit juxta verbum Elie , that is ; ſhe doth 
it-in that order that he would have it, to ſerve 
him firſt, before ſhe provide for her ſelfe,and 
her ſonne 

(She tooke not ber owne method of charity ( to 
begin with her ſelfe and her ſonne) but ſhe 
followes that order , that the man of God pre- 
ſcribes her, by ſpeciall diſpenſation. 

Firſt and preſentlyzo begin with him. 

And thus, you ſee, in all there be three (e- 
verall wayes by which wee may perceive, 
the true excent of her charity, Nov (to look 
upon. them more diſtincly.) 

1, 1 will begin fir#, with thoſe that refle 
upon her ſelfe,and (in that ranke) firſt to con- 
lider her as a_ omen. | 
B3 She 


(10) 

She went , and did according to the word" of 
Elijab. weare here provoked to axmulation 
by the weaker Sex. 1K: 

And ic muſt be confeſſed, that as in many 
other vertues, by Deborab, by Hannab,by the 
foure Maryes , land ſome of that ranke ) {o 
here in-the workes of charity : ' we have a 
(opy ſet by a ſilly. woman : 1 will not ſay that 
the greateſt Ladies, and Dames may learne 
totake out, but'1 will ſay more, that never 
any of the Nobler fex have come ſo neare, 
as to expreſle it, in all things,co the life. 

And | wonld they bad onely out-Rript us in 
Charity, to which ( being more tender hearted) 
perhaps we may perſwade them , thatthey 
are more inclinable by nature) but I feare 
they have ſometimes had the happineſſe to 
be able to inſtance a prebeminence in ſomething 
elſe . | 

{ will notconceale what Saint Chryſoſtome 
faith of his time, (on Epbeſ.4.)thar things were 
come to that paſſe: Men were growne [6 
effeminate, ſo proud}, ſo inconftant, ſo phan- 
caſticall, and women, on the contrary,ſo1a- 


 borious, ſo diſcreer, and ſo reſolute, thathe 


thought 


* (11) 
chought it might be a _ Ne rf y0penudes 
Men ;[ if it were Engliſhed, ſuch a queſti- 
on from ſuch a one as (hry/ſoſtome, would 
pleaſe ſome women too much] And at 
this time, whereof we read in my Text, 
there was no piety matchable to that of the 
great Propbet Elijah , but onely that of Oba- 
diah , that hid ſo many Prophets in a cave, 
and this of the woman, tro whom Eljab 
came. And [ doubt nor, but Chry/oſtome was 
of opinion,that In ſome reſpeAs,ſhe exceed- 
ed the great Elijah, and Obadiah too. 

For he ſeemes to conceive Elijah carried 
alittle roo farre in his zeale , and perhaps 
brought hither to be ſchooled of this woe 
man, not ſo much by obſerving her wane 
and milery,as by ſeeing her wonderfull and 


Charitable affeftion, that, when he begged of c4,1j. 7wm. 
her, preſently welcomed him with all her 8. peg. 31. 


ſore : Him, that was in no greater ſtreights 
then ſhe herſelfe: Him,thac had nor, beſides 
himſclfe, a family alſo, to provide for, as ſhe 
had: and laſtly, Him, that being thus heard, 
at his firſt begging from her, yer would nor 
ſo-much as begge, and ſolicire his God by 
= | prayers, 


(212) 
prayers, for the releaſe of hers,and the com- 
mon calamity. 

0 woman great i thy Charity! 

T ſay not this to make women prond that are 
commonly too apprehenſive of any fewell, 
fic for that vice to feed on, but to encourage 
them, and withall to rouſe up the guides , and 
Lords of the weaker Sex ; that ſo we may 
have Omnia bene : Women being ( after ſo 
good patternes and przcedents ) ambirious 
of all vertue, to the higheſt capacity of their 
nature, and men expreſling by their ations, 
that they move in a higher Spheare, and are 
as worthy of preheminence, as they are rea- 
dy to challenge it by a grant, and patent, 
from the maker of them both., 

But 1 goe on. 

We havelooked upon this Charitable per- 
ſon in her Sex. 

. 2. Now we come {inthe ſecond place ) 
to conlider her in her country, as ſhe was a 
Sidonian a woman of Sarepta; hovy ſhe, that 
was ſo, went and did accordingtothe word 

of Elijah, 

Sidon was a City in Syria, by the Sea fide, 
and 


(13) 
abd bordering upon Idea, -a very ancient 
and-i2mous City, from whence, it ſeemes; 
the whole Territory thereabout were called 
Sidouians,' --- + 

Among. them is Sarepta, a leſſer. and 


more- oþſture::Towne, ſome fix mile from 4d. Mem 
S$;don,and a place'( as it was conjectured by ® Iv. 


the name) where they were wont to melr, 
and faſhion diverſe mettals. | 
This Country of the Sidonians,was whols 
ly overſpread with groſs Idolatry. And yet,you 
may ſce, by the manner of her oath, if 
there were no. more, that in the midſt of wic- 
ked Pagans, ſhe ſerved the true God . And 
ſhe ſerved him in no ordinary meaſare;as ap- 


peares by this high degree of Charity. A vere 24. 2x. 


tut that hath the Keyes, of Heayen,- and by 
which ;only- it may ſeem , |Gad will pro» 
nounce: his ſentence of bleſſing and re 208 


at the laſt day, as if no other vertue vere of 
like -yalus withthati: 1} bg nam © 1 
Ahdnamervaile Forit is a vertue of ſo large 
uſe;and. extent; that it ,may- be: called, the 
Miſtris of the rich, the Mother of the Poor ,the 
Patronefſenf Midowes, the Narſe of lice Or- 
Lay; C 


phans , 


(14) 
phanr,, the' ſtore-houſe and Treaſure of the 


 peedy , and the common haven and refuge of 


all that are afflicted. 
And in this virtue doth ſhe excell; 


Neither isit charity alone , for which this 
Sidonian of Sarepta 18'fo admirable in hex 


; felfe. Agreatand wonderfull Farthis the root, 


3 Cor-1-27- 


and commendation of this charity ; and all 
her charity is but the Fram axd evidence of 4 
lively Faith. 

Nor havel yet ſaid all Ie is Faith zedtpas 
nied with obedrence to God and bis Prophet : a 
Faith wherein ſhe caſt ber ſelfe upon God's 
Providence , reſolving , ( fince the Propher 
would have it ſo ) - feed him with that, 
wich which, onely being lefe , ſhe had in- 
tended.to preſerve her owne life, and'the 
life of her child, 'She! ftopt her cares to the 
cry of her faint and hungry child, and 4bjir 
Go _ | 

Os of luck a 'Bakh'i inthis St 

Savepta 5 as was not tow tobe 

rome? in all ſriel:So eaſily do the weake i. 
of this world confound the things that are m 

9, &c. - The: fooliſh things" of the wirkbos 

found 


| (13) 
found the/wife: [And the very Heathen ſhone 
the open Profeſſors of true religion. 

Many ofthoſe profeſſors(not content with 
thcir owne) defraud , and oppreſle, and de- 
taine from others, that which is their due, 
bur this Sidonian, in extremity of poverty, 
could part with all that ſhe bad of her owne, 

\ Many great profeſſors are loath to give 
upon extraordinary knowne and publique 
occaſrons, but here is a Sidonian , that wil- 
lingly empries her ſelfe in a private a&t of 
Charity . An a that will yer appeare the 
greater if you will novy pleaſe to conſider, 

3. Her 48:4 Widow woman t90. For fo ſhe 
was, and yet, Abiit & fecit. © 

If any might be excuſed from deeds of 
charity, ſurely a poore widow might be (o, 
but here is a good poare widow,that dreams 
of no fuch priviledge, annexed cither co her 
poverty , or to her widowhood, orto her 
virtue, or co anything elle. | 

She might have ſaid; Alas !-t am a poore 
widow, that labour hard for wharl have. 

You ſce | haye none in my houſe, ſo 
mach-at keafture- as:to- gather mee'a. few 
| C2 ſticks: 


SB. cOncion. 
habit.in Fam, 
& Sicew. 


(16) 
Ricks : and yet, with all our paines, we have 
hardly enough to keep life & ſoule together. 

What almes do you expect from 'mee ? 
ſhe might have ſaid ſo, and many , inher 
caſe, would have aid.ir, but {he,good ſoule, 
lookes for none of theſe ſhifts. IF ſhe got any: 
thing by firength and labour, ſhe was. willing: 
to ſacrifice it unto him that betowed that firengeh 
of body upon her. 

[a her greateſt extremity, ſhe wasndt fo 
haſty to carve for ber ſelſe , but that ſhe had 
ratber be poorer in meanes , if ſo ſhee might 
prove her ſclfe to be richer in love to him, that 
eycr highly prized a lire , givenbythem, | 
chat have but a little, 

It would not be amiſſe for as,to bethink 
our ſelves how much our love comes fhort 
of thoſe many circumaſtances , that make a 
wonder of hers , that ſo we may , with the 
oreatBlijab here, , borrow a little of her oyle,ro 
cacreaſe, and keep in: the fire of our Charity, : 

Then may we perhaps ſay., with Saint 
Baſol «i us re fpmr, Tf all our ſtore Were brongbt 
to one loafe and a poore ſoule ſhould truly want 
it, end. ache for it , that one leaſe muſt-be bays 


(17) 
wm longer in our ſorts © 2 
*Diirws ſermo, you will SI AE what Saint: 
Baſil bath ſaid, this widow hath done, . © 
Nay ſhe hath done more ,for, ſhe had not 
aually ſo-much as a loafe | the had but the 
pooretmaterialls of a loafe, chat might be: and 
ſhe doth both make it for him , and 'giveit; too :' 
that he might have ber labour and ſervice, os 
well as ber Charity. 

And what we have herc done by this wi- 
dow, :that under *the teſtimony of wo. ir 
might be confirmed, we have alſo ſeconded 
by another widow inche Goſpel, ro whom 
our? Saviour gavetharopen teſtimony of her 
ewo mites. [That widow: pave all of hey owne 
accord .' | d 

And, here in my Texzzo cake away all A- 
pology 'fronv thoſe rhar are: rich in meanes, 
and poore in alrmes, this poore widow bath 
done it;, atthe Propbets direHion ; which is 
che-rhird ching wherein the extent of her 
Charity may fully appeare; i © 

4+ From thence we mutt yer igoe handle 
to a fourth degree of amplification, thar'we 


_ looke upon her as a Mother ghar under- 
yalued 


'(a8) 
valued the power of .nagurall affcQiow in 
—_— exipenty;, for the expreſſion of ber 
Charty « 10% 046) Kei ids od hh? Gi 
A nd for oy | a 546i ont was ow: 
gular caſe of particular. diſpenlatian, an 
—_ :not. 1dlie:,; or indiſcreerly; co: be. 
followed , with Son eo. the: ncteſlary 
But 1look upon it here,as athing that ſhe 
eafly,and Þylloggly did; never gouy about the 
bsſk;.ro theltera.coverous; and: aucharitable 
rnind ;, ander the name 'of common. Providence, 
and naturall Ron ,. but: meking 'ber Mo» 
ther hood;, woith: ſach calc and chemrtulocic, 
give Þdy t0 ber (barity.; as if ſhe had: went 
£0 teach all Parents, in this one aR af hers, 
that. feaſonable '(barity ould rather. prove 
them-to-be wiſe; and careful Parents, thenany 
way improvident, :ahd forgerfull of eheir 
Children. . A cruth. moſt centaine and unde- 
niable, whether you examine it #1 the poore 
to hom; or the Chikdren.and Familyi from 
whom It3sgiven, 7 oo 
-  1= It you conſider the poore. . 
She-was not, nor can ve beignatenc that: 


L; JIRT the 


| &r9) 

chetpoor {byia bleffing-upan. their: prayers; 
it þ ger behalſe) may Si bcerds ales 
Benefaflort, then ticher: we are tothe poor, 
of ay that arerich can beto us; For tbe rich 
axe- full" veſſels : We'racher ſpill chew poure 
arly-chirig inlothemthat care be long, reſer- 
ved, it is vvell if chey belch-you our a come 
plemem for the preſent, bur the poor are emp» 
ty veſſels; capable and fir, whutJorwep wr pour 
into them, wr treaſure wp ſafer for vur ſelves; 
and ours, rothebeft advantage. - 

Ic will prove ſo in the meaneft of them, 
they that atc' blind can beſt condiit:u6/in» 
_ to the light'of Heaven, the fame"\can' beſt 
carfy us into Paradiſe, the ſickcan beſt cure 
our maladies, the priſoners can ſer us ſooneſt 
at liberty, the Orphans can ſureſt provide us 
of a heavenly Fither, and(in:a'word) the 
poor and needy can girve us, and our children 
the moſt permanent riches..ti-.. 7 
. We uſttalty-look upon them, 'as ippear- 
mg-abjet' and baſe 1n their perſons; and 
have quite forgot, that they have put on the 
perſerof (rift, for which cauſe our Savie 
our himlelf ſcems to ſpeake ofthem'as bits 
_- , anc Sa tle 


"(a 
tle Savivurc, they ſhafl-bting you in » 4907 
lafling Mamfeens- (faihy he }1[koow, w 

how thoſe words maybe: underſtood (in 


the Hebraiſme) they ſhall! bring. you, that i r- 


the. Angels or they that-ſhal: he appointed.ſo 
to. do, As (in that other-plice) Suite hacno: 
Be auferent , they ſhall take away thy ſoul, 
thati is, they ovhich ſhall beappointed. . |. - 

.'Bur-l dare-ſay/if vee hears oy . mediators 
ke + Chinn next unto the Prictty, cheſe are 
they , their plea; aud' their: aexplanion is of 
great moment, :: 
- .Qur'Saviour| tels-us of, 0. where cauſe. 
beard in the ddy of 'Fudgment, byt only theirs, 
And thetefore we have reaſon to think, that 
at other times bis eares are 4s open to their pray- 
ers for us. | 1197 

: So that habeps the charity of, Y \ mother 
was well cnough beſtowed, in tegard of the 
poor unto whom... |. 
116; Burvweninſicake fonjemore paines, 
to look upon itinthat which comes nearer 
eo her particular caſe, with an eye 49 ber only 
child , aud poor family, fromwhomchis almcs 


was given;: !5 i gogt 01: 21298 Ul ond 240 
"Whercin 
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Whereingto omiechat every man is left a4 a 

friend and Patron'to the children of ſuch perſons, 
To fay nothing ofthis, 

She knevy well for whoſe ke ſhe did ir, 
and ſhe aſſured her (elfe, that, when all her 
ſore was ſpent,” God's Providence was neither 
' ſpent, nor-any way more exhauſted zthen it was 
before; therefore ſhe was ſecure;though(be- 
ing a Mother) ſhe parted from all : She took 
it for a point of Þi/dome to make God ber beire, 
and(upor ſo goodan occaſion)give allco bim, 
inſtead of a poore legacy to ber child : In which 
ation ſhe hath more encreaſed her lore by 

ſpending of all ; chen any arc of ſparing had c» 
' ver been able, eicher to compaſſe or contrive, 

She hath proved her' ſelfe a gatherer , by 
ſcattering. 

She hath proved her Charity artem omns- 
um queſtuoſeſSimam. 

- Youthatwould lay outtothe beſt advan» 
tage ,come hicher and learne of her.. 

Would you be ſure to leave your children 
rich teach them by your own example,to be 
charitable, and-notto love mony, but doing 
good with mony;for Twit, M81 acyom arg udyly hn, 


Rich, 


(22) 
© Rich and poore are but parts '«Giew bere for a 
- Þhile, and we may be miſtaken inthem. © 
- Whea the Scene # ended; when death comes, 
then it appeares truly whd were tich ;-and 
who were poore, | FLAME 20 
Then Lazarws may be found in the rich mans 
boſame; and Dives /a prore, that be w;faine to 
begge of Lazarus for one drop of water. 

Qr if. you-take |rieb _ poore it; your 
owne ſenſe, and for-the preſent: eſtate , 
Charity isthe (ureſt veay ta ſpeed forthattoo: 
For,whatis ſo given is ſafelylaidupinGod's 
hands, whence none is able to: fleale it, and 
from whence you may expet+-it: with encreaſe, 
and beſure never tofaileof your, expeRtation. 

That treaſure which you commit to the 
Sea, to your Friends, to your Servants, to your 
(hefts, ro your ſelves, may eahly miſcarry;bur 
that which is lent to God, who hath all the 
treafinre of Heaven and carth at his eom- 
mand, and can noe forget how. much ve 
arein his Books, That cannat but returne with 
#terefti no debtor can affure us of ſuch cer- 
taine pay, as healwayes performes: ſooner 
may we out-runne our owne ſhadow,then 
any 


(23), 
any way exceed God's fayonr to us, 'by the 
lovethat we,for his lake, expreſletoothers. 

Andif all theſe things be ſo , why do we 
not, by thisexarmple here, follow after Cha. - 
rity as a virtue , Þherein both our owvne vvel. 
fare,and the welfare of children and family,doth 
chiefly conhiſt. 

Why do we Rtretch the deſires,and attempts 
of our purchaſe, beyond the true bounds Why 
are'we (olicle affeted with the preſent nc- 
ceſlity of the poore, while we are/o tender of 
the meer imaginary wants , that may perhaps, I 
know not when, befall our poſterity * Why do 
we deftinate this, and that, and almott all we 
can finger,as ſtcitly and immovcably to our 
children , as sf | wt-oould make Lawes to God's 
Providence, and whit he hath given us, in- 
fallibly xcſerve, to be ſo , and ſo diftributed, 
at our' pleaſure; or; as if God bad no more for 
them , bur onely that which we can lcave 
them's | | 

[ ſhall eaaly grant, that great care muſt be 
takervin theſe caſes,and that-therein a ſingle 
man may have much advantage : Bur, for all 
that, under pretince of this, we mutt not ſo 

| D 2 magnific 


(24) 


magnifietheir wants that may be , that we 


undervalue the preſent and extreame wants 
ofthe poore; That is a way to treafure up cruel- 
ty, chat may lighe upon our ſelves and ours 
hereafter: 1 I -@. wa 

Nor muſt we make uſe of that providenc 
of ours , for a Colour to ſerve our own 
eurn, as we often do. 

How elſe comes it to paſle, that in a ſuite 
at law (by way of reyenge) to ſptnd a whole 
eſtate, any brave ſparke would be induced to 
doit? 

How is it, that if a Paraſite or Þorſe com- 
panion come _in-the way, Þe.can he free; and + 
frolick, and in neither;of theſe taſes 3, trouble 
our ſelves with care of poſterity?-. . r:-.',/ 

But if a good work call for our contribution, 
ve cannot hear of that care; if a poor man 
beg our almes , we ſhrink up.the ſhoulders, 
and begin cotake thought for wifeand chil» 


. dren; Thatis then readieſt at hand to ſhift of 


Tow 3- p47: 
467. Hom. 
20. HS, 


our good deeds. G7), 
Will you hear how Se Baſil takes away this 
hindr ance ? 


« VVhen thou comeſt to Gedi(ſaith he) to beg 


wife 
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Wife or Children, or friends ; doſt thou frame thy 
prayer thus ? 

Good Lord , give me wife and children, and 

friends , that while Tembrace them, and joy in 
them, and lay up for them, 1 may be excuſedfrom 
other Chriſtian dutees, 
- Beſtow them upon me, and then I ſhall be 
lother to relieve the poor, or giveto the like 
pious uſes, or any ſuch way to put my ſelf 
into thy ſervice, or believe that thy provi- 
dence: will extend to them, as to: me it 
hath. 

Were not theſe fair conditions, to be com» 
menced-in ſuch a ſuite > were not this 4 
fair plea to ſave. our purſes * Can we ima- 
gine-chat- God: gives us our Children to 
make us covetous, or- Will we ſo requite 
him for fo great a bleſſing ? 

Nay rather let as think him a wiſe man, 
that leaves nothing to them of thar, which 
(in allreaſon) ſhould have been imparted 
to the neceſſity of the poore.For one penny, 
I do not ſay unjuſtly gotten; bur one penny 
untharitably kept ,may eat up twenty otber that 
lie abour ir, and therefore the Widow here 
BC. 2 takes 


(a6) 
cakes. not the *care and. wiſdome of aMos 
ther, by giving that to the preſent ſupply of 
Elijah , that might rather ſeem fic to have 
been reſerved for the preſervation of her 
ſon. : | Y | 
But every way whetcin we look upon 
her, ſhe is higher then our praiſe and admi- 
ration. | 
For ( that I may now cloſe up this: firſt xe+- 
ference }we have ſcen her here « poore Homan 
of Sarepta,one that dwelt in che midft of [do- 
laters, one that hardly ever heard a ſerious dif- 
courſe of Charity, one that never was fo char- 
med with the high rewwardof Yenite banedii,as 
we haveall been(l dare ſay)again & again... 
Yetthis woman of Sarepts, this widow, 
this Mother, this poore diftreſſed mother, will 
have Charity enough to ſhame u4 all it we look 
not betteraboutr us, 1b 
Neither her Country education , nor her 
widowhood, nor her poverty; nor her own 
hunger, nor her naturall affe&tionto her on. 
ly ſonne , nor the feare of death , nor any 
thing could hinder her liberality ; that.utver 
bad. balfe the' knowledge; and _meanes, ani{ mai 


tives 
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tives unto it, that we have had. 

And yet we have ſaid butlitle, we have 
onely.ſpoke of ſo much as reflets upon her 
owne perſon; from thence we come now to 
looke upon it in reference tathe Prophet,vvhere- 
in vve have three ſteps Firſt as it was done to a 
Stranger: Secondly, as it vvas doneto a Pro. 
pbet: And thirdly., as ic vvas done to this 
Prophet. 

T. Firſt then, though ſhe have butlictle co 
give, ſhe makes no ſcruple to beſtow it all upon a 
meere ranger, that was in want; and ſo may 
we be affefied to Rrangers upon the like 
grounds, 

We.have God's Precept far it to the Iſrae. 
lites,For/ake not the ſtranger ſolong as thou liveſt. 
We have God's example for it (in his bounty 
to all) Et ne alicui quod Dominus communiter * 
triduit denegemus, ( ſaith St Hierome ) it God 
have beſtowed his riches indifferently upon 
all Nations, why ſhould we doubt to bes 
tow our riches as he hath done ? 

- And laſtly, we have alſo the Prafice of the 
Saints of God, amongſt chem we find Abra- 
ham, lying in wait for ſtrangers at the __ 

s 
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his Tent, and when he found them, not ad. 
miniſtring, queſtions and interrogations, like a 
Judge that vere to examine, bur, like a cha- 
ritableand hoſpitable man, with all honour 
& readineſle, imbracing the opportunity of their 
entertainment. 

For which cauſe he was often honoured 
with the entertainment of Angels. As this 
poore widow is here likewiſe honoured 
with the entertainment of a great Prophet. 

2. The ſecond thing to which now I ha- 
ſten,and which was a greater motiveto her, 
That he was a Stranger, was rather a reſpett, 
for which ſhe did not refuſe him,but that he was 
a Prophet hence came the extraordinary mea» 
ſure of her Charity in'this place. _ 

For whatſvever ſhe did , ſhe did it for tbe 
love and honour of Ged, and therefore now (o 
readily, and freely , and amply, when ſhe 
light upon a ſervant and Propber of bis, 

And this is ever the ſcope of true and perfet 
Charity, not to aime at Tvaine glory , not to be 
led with hope of any temporary reward,not to 
be moved to it with -mecre natural pitty , 
not to have aneyeto any thing elſe, but the 
love and glory of God. — This 


(29) 
This is true wiſdome, & perfe&t Charity, nei- 
ther to looke upon ber ſelfe through the poore, 
nor otherwiſe to looke upon the poore, burremos« 
ter,or nearer, as they ſtand in ſome reference 
to God himſelfe. And that ſhould welearn to 
do,torelieve a Chriftianinthe name of a Chri- 
ſtian, and a Prophet in the name of a Prophet. 

For; barely to relieve is an at} of nature, we 
cannot but love & pitty, if we are ourſelves, 
and therefore our kindneſſe goes under the 
name of bumanity,as being the proper,and pe- 
culiar affection of man, So that in the reliefe 
of others,it may fall out,that we only follow 
the diftate of nature, but that is far ſhort of the 
widows Charity here. 

A Charity that ſhe prefers, not only before 
naturall affeRtion,but even before that kind of 
naturall affetion that we ſhow to our children 
(the moſt powerfull of all)[n caſe that a Pro- 
phet comes to want,ſhe makes ner divine af- 
feTions farre predominant aboye her natural: 
ſhe pincheth her (elfe, and her ſon, to ſupply 
the wants of a Ghoſtly Father, 

This ſhe hath done. 


ButIfearethere is a generation of men in theſe 
E dayes, 
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dayes,that would have been otherwiſe affet- 
ed with the Prophets caſc, 

We ſhould have no(abiit e fecitywith them, 
they wouldrather have ſaid, what,isthegreat 
Prophet come a begging*thatis a good hghe,tho 
minor Prophets will ſerve out turne, or a few 

ood mendicant Prieſts,or (ome like Jeroboams 
of the meaneſi of the people that is,as we would 
have it,and then could we fÞeetly ſhare their 

ſpiritual portions amonglt us. | 
This fome would have ſaid. Such as are ſo 
farre from being Charitable themſelves, thac 
they long to take away the (harity of others, and 
ſwallow that of our ancientright, which for- 
mer Church-devourers, have left bebind them 
againſttheir will,or been forced(in themſclyes 
or their poſterity ) to caſt ap againe. if 
Surely ſuch men have not readthat(in Ma- 


| lachy)which came from God's own mouth. 


Mal: 3.10. 


Brmg my tithes into mybarne aud trie if I do not 
poure a bleſsing upon you. 

They conſider not what this widow could 
have told the, that if God ſo accept of that, which 
(being due) is givento his Prieſts and Prophets, 
he could not but highly prize a liberall, and 
6d ae  Chaxitable 
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charitable hand towards them , when they 
are inneed, | 

Burchis widows Charity went higher ſtill. 

It will ſceme but a (mall thing, that ſhe did 
It to a ſtranger, to a Prophet, if you will now 
conlider it, as done to this Prophet, to Elijah, 

How is that you will ſay, to Elyah, 
Nay , that is noc ſomuch , find me out but 
ſuch a Prophet as zlyab, and then, who 
would not do as the widow hath done ? 
Say you [o? If you are ſo well minded, 1 
will find you out a greater Prophet then 
this, what think you of Jeſus Chriſt ? what 
you do to one of the leſt of bis Prophets, you 
doto him, and he will ſet it upon bis own 
ſcore, if it be buta cup ofcold water. 

Or if you willcakeic literally as ic ſounds, 
and as ic was ſpoken, would you have been 
willing thus to have catertained ſuch a Pro- 
phet as Elijah, if you had been in the wi: 
dows ſtead. 

I doubt me that too, for he was ſome- 
What a rongh and plain ſpoken Prophet he was 
the Prophet by whole meanes the famine 


was ſo loag continued: and (verſe 1.) you 
E 2 may 
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may ſee, that bis zeal pinched them all. 

In which caſe I know not vyvhat you 
yvould have done, but 1 vvill tell you vvhac 
others have done, 

Wichin tvvo chapters from this in hand, 
you may find a country boman of this widow's, 
that (upon an expreſſion of his zeal) ſenthim 
ſo kind a meſſage , that be was faine to fly for 
hy life. And you may have another inſtance 
from dhabin alike caſe tothisin hand, in caſe 
of another famine whereof Eliſha had pro- 
phelied. God do foto me, and more alſo, ((aith 
he) if the head of Eliſha ( the ſon of Shapbat) 
ſhall ſtand on him this day, And Herod afters 
vvard did it to Fobn the Baptift-(that came in 
the power of Elijab) for a little plain language 
in his ſermon, he made-his head flie off his 
ſhoulders. This vvas the entertainment that 
they gaveto ſuch a Propher. 4, 

- Will you now ſee, how this Prophet (that 
had done the like ) was entertained by our 
poore widow ? Abjiit e& fecit: Shall I tell you 
what that is,by way of Coment on theſe words, 
- Firſt, He asked Water, and ſhe grants it : 

on Bo 
an 
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and(good woman ſhe ſwears ſhe hath none. 

By which eager expreſſion of her ſelfe,ſhe 
both excuſeth , and cleares her denial} , and 
{hows how ſorry ſhe is that ſhe muſtdeny ,and 
how ready ſhe would have beene to have given her 
bread too, if ſhe had had it. 

And withall ( which he did not demand) 
ſhe confeſſeth how much , or rather how little, 
flower,& oyle ſhe had in her houſe,that ſo by 
chat flower,6& oyle, ſhe might win him to ſtay, 
though ſhe had not bread for him ar preſent. 

Well,vvhea all her ftore vvas reckoned, it 
proved little enough for ber ſelf and ber fon,to 
keep them-aliverill the next day. | 

The Prophet begots that of ber , and the 
orants it, but be vvill have her go preſently 
to her houſe, he vvill have her make it ready, 
and he vvill have her come back to him to 
the gate ,*vvhere they ralked together, and 
bring it-thitber, 

She grants this too, and all this ſervice, all 
this Charity to the Prophet Elyab , the only 
man that brought the famine upon them. 

Allchis to him, and to him all this without 
any diſpute, vvithout any delay, vvithour bid- 
ns ding 
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ding him come (atleaſt) to ferch it, ind 
vvithout conditioning for a (hare out of it; to 
relieve her ſelfe,and her ſon,beingſo put toir: 
She is as brief as ſhe is admirable, Not a 

vvord for her felf, but (abiit &+ fecit). 
3 And novv [ have brought you direaly 
uponthat vvhich is the emphaſis, and life of 
_ all, inthe manner {| 4bjie &: fecir) and-/in the 
order [juxte verbum ElieJIf 1 may:borrovy. 
a vyord or tyvo of them both together , they 
ſhovv that ſhe did it with obedience, and rea- 
dineſJe, and labour, and filence, and humility, 
and vvich any thing elſe, vvherevvith it lay 
in. her povver ,to ſend: out her Char«y, like 
the Queen of oertues; that ſhould eycr be at- 
tended with ſome follgwer s or other, fit to wait 
upon ber. | 

For it ſhe had barely given heralmes,ſhe 
had made God a debtor only for the gift, bur 
now,when ſhe is ſo ſerviceable, ſogquick,ſo ſo- 
licitons, and ambitions of it, ſhe hath ſafarre 
ingaged the King of Heaven , that he will 
have a miracle(in the mouth of the Propbet) to 
make her a preſeut requital, for ſuch a com- 
plcar Charity as thac. * nd - 

An 


Mc. 


? 


(35) 
: And indeed, if Abraham the Father of the 

Faithfull chat was ſo much confirmed, by of. 
ten:conforence with God himſelfe.If he was 
no otherwiſe rewarded, then with a miracle in 
his Iſaack:lt cannoc be thatthis roſe among the 
thornes this woman of Sidon that(in regard of 
the place wherein ſhe lived) was ( her ſelfe ) 
a fingular wirrour, of faith, and love, and 0- 
bedicnce: It cannot be that ſhe ſhould be other- 
wiſe rewarded then in the like preſervation of 
her ſelfe, and her only Jonne. 

For(ifyou look well upon it)what ſhe hath 
done,is not much unlike to that of Abraham. 

Abraham was commanded by God to ſacrifice 
the life of bis only ſonne, and Abiit & fecit, he 
went about it. 

- She was intreated by the Prophet, to offer up 
all the proviſion that was then left to preſerve 
the life of her onely ſonne, and her (elfe too, 
and ſhe went as willingly about it. 

He veat about it ſecundum verbum Domini, 
juſt in thatmanner as God had commanded, 

And Sbe went abont it, juxta oerbum Elie, 
that is,according tothe word of Elyah. 

lacichera@ , In his, andin hers , there 
VYas 
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was ſo:much Faith,and Love, and Obedience, 
that I knovy not which [ſhould farſt admire. 

Bur ſhall I compare chem in that , which 
comes nearer tO the a in band. 

How did 4braham behave himſelfc, when 
he was to be Charitable,and Hoſpitable,and 
how did ſhe ? 

Abrabam was a rich man and a great Prince 
that had a multitude of ſervants ready at 
command,& yctin theexerciſc of Charity he 
would rather imploy bimſelfe then bis ſervants, 

And what doth the good widow here?ſhe 
doth whatſoever che Prophet deſires, and 
whatſoever ſheisablc,& ſhe doth it all berſelf. 

And there would be little difference, if Abra- 
hams place,and wealth, had not made his ſer- 
vice and humility the more conſpicuous. 

What ſhall we ſay then? If the great Patri. 
arckin the midſt of his wealth;I[f the good widow 
in the extremit y of ber poverty, If both -ofthem 
were ſoftudious,and obſervant of the poore,as 
if they had me: with fome great Benefattors; 

If cheſe righteous ſoules hunted after (bas 
rity, and have ſo embraced it , and plealcd 
themſelves in it, ſhould vve (poor ner ) 
cither 


! 


! 
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eicher wholy negle& ſuch 4 ſoveraigne cordiall 
againſt finne, or,(at leaſt 'performe it /o Rate- 
ly, or ſo coolely, as if we had never heard of 
p< motives, and patternes, which they 
ave richly afforded unto us ? 

Alas to give almes, in ic ſelfe is no ſuch great 
matter ; ſpecially in the rich(who are «s God's 
Rewards over the poore') It i not ſo much fa+ 
vour in them, as indeed Fuitice, and ſo plaine 
injury not to day 

Why elle dbthe Hebrew ſo often cxpreſle 
Charity by PF which ſignifies juſtice ? 


Why doth the Greeke ſay ( Syrach: 4+) $9. 4.1. 


(ed Sawrigiines wht Lute 3 ye; the ſame (in effet) 


With that of Salomon , keepe not thy goods from ©199-3-27. 


the owner of it , that is, give ſome tothe poore, 
they bave a right to that pare which is ſuper- 
fluous? 

Why doe the Latine render, F#/titia for 
Jaan peoTen 2464 mules tener; Nolite facere juſticiam 
roeflram coram homizibus, doe not your Almes 
before men. ; 

Doth not all this conclude, that, itis no 
ſuch rater Cinirfelfe ) ro-give almes ? It is - 
20 more then our duty. 

I F But 
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was ſo-much Faith,and Love, and Obedience, 
that I knovy not which [ſhould farſt admire. 

Bur ſhall I compare them in that , which 
comes nearer to the af? in band. 

How did 4braham behave himſelfc, when 
he was to be Charitable,and Hoſpitable,and 
how did ſhe ? 

Abrabam was a rich man and a ygreatPrince 
that had a multicude of ſervants ready at 
command,6& yctin theexercile of Charity he 
would rather imploy bimſelfe then bis ſervants, 

And what doth che good widow here?ſhe 
doth whatſoever che Prophet defucs , and 
whatſoever ſheisable,& ſhe doth it all berſelf. 

And there would be lictle difference,if Abra- 
hams place,and wealth, had not made his ſer- 
vice and humility the more conſpicuous. 

What ſhall we ſay then? If the great Patri. 
arckin the midſt of his wealth; lf the good widow 
in the extremit y of her poverty, If both -ofthem 
were ſoftudious,and obſervant of the poore, as 
if they had met with fome great.Benefattors; 

If cheſe righteous ſoules hunted after (bas 
rity, and have ſo embraced it , and pleaſed 
themſelves in it, ſhould vve (poor ner) 
cither 


! 


| (37) 

either wholy negleR ſuch « /overaignt cordiall 

againſt finne, or,(at leaſt 'performe it /o Rate- 

ly, or ſo coolely , as if we had never heard of 

oO motives, and patternes, which chey 
ave richly afforded unto us ? 

Alas to give almes, init ſelfe is no ſuch great 
matter ; ſpecially in the rich(who are «s God's 
Rewards over the poore') It i not ſo much fa+ 
vour in them, as indeed Futice, and [o plaine 
injury not to day 

Why elſe dd the Hebrew ſo often cxpreſle 
Charity by RJ which ſignifies juſtice ? 


Why doth the Greeke ſay ( Syrach: 4) 59. 4.:. 


6) Sawngiines Tha Zan ry my 3 the ſame (in effet ) 


With that of Salomon , keepe not thy goods from £199-3-27. 


the owner of it , that is, give ſome tothe poore, 
they bave a right to that pare which is ſuper- 
fluous? 
Why doe the Latine render, F#/titia for 
Jag worurn 2.463 maunerh inankrrley N olite facere j aſticiam 
coefiram coram homizibus, doe not your Almes 
before men. 
Doth not all chis conclude, that, itis no 
ſuch rarer Cigitfelte ) rogive almes ? It i - 
0 more then our duty. | 
| F But 


(38) 

. But how then? (you will fay) why, this.is 
a preat matter; to give almes «cording 4 to the 
patterne ſet by the widow hete: to give it 
ſeaſonably,to give it chearfully, to give-it wit 
her ſervice and. bumtlity , to the:extent 1of 
meanes, upon ſo good an occaſion. - 

This is itthat is worthy of notice and ad. 
miration: for there is gothing fo {ure as that 
God requires our almes deods , not fo tnych 
for the 500d of them that recei of them that 
give. Or elſe he is able enough ts apply the poore, 

without being:beholden tothe rich, ; 
Andtherefoce you ſhall ever find ;chat he 
is more earneſt about the manner of givingchen 
abourthe thing it ſelte : itis ciot a giver but a 
chearfull giver that he reſpe&ts, 
Sec it hereinthecaſc in band. 
Was it any ſuch great matter, that Elijah 
ſhould come ſo great a journey $0 be entertained 
by a pcore' widow with: bread and waters 
 * Could nor Almighty Godbave furniſhed 
hjm full with b&ccer proviſion, by the Jervict 
of a Raven; as he did before * | 
- 1. Yes, he could haye done ir,, nothing more 
eaſily : but that was the leaſt intent inche 
Prophets miſſion, This 


(39) 
This was rather the thing that was aimed at * 
to ſhow, and to croÞne the widowes Charity. 
To make it appeare , hovv preſently without 
any query, without any ſcruple, without any 
partiality, or favour to her owne urgent ne- 
ceſſity, ſhe went about it, how readily , and 
beartily , not onely as a chearfull, but as an 
bumble and a dutifull giver. 

This is (if any thing can be) to make ſure 
for that, whercin the life of a good ation 
conſiſts, ſo to be Charitable as we ſhould be and 
as we ſhall be, if we follow the rich patterne 
of this poore widow,and take it out by our owne 
prattice, 

Which that we may be able, and willing 
to doe. So he grant, whois the God of all 
mercy and compaſſhon, to whom —— 
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